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bc Land

Title & Survey

This material s owned by the Land Title and Survey Authority of British Columbia (LTSA). The
manuscript copy of this digital image is in the passession of the Surveyor General Division, LTSA.

Any reproduction of this material must credit the Land Title and Survey Authority of British Columbia as
the source for this surveyor's Rield book,

Provincial Survey Field Books

Field books contain the notes, drawings, star chservations and calculations recorded by survweyors while
conducting begal surveys of land within British Columbia.

The provincial survey field book record series dates from at least 1854 to 1987, Many field books contain
pencil and/or colour sketches with oversize plans folded into the back of the book. From about 1963,
field books sometimes Include a negative of the official plan. By the 19705, the negative is often the only
docurment within the field book.

Some field books are marked "Original” or “Duplicate” on their cover, Original field books contain the
notes, drawings, star observations and calculations that the surveyor or survey team made, often in
pencil, while working in the field, in the course of the survey. Field books marked *Duplicate” contain a
neatty copied transcription, often in pen, transcribed from the original survey nobes, after the surveyor
had completed work in the field. In some instances both the "Original™ and "Duplicate” coples were filed
with the Surveyor General’s Office, though most often only the "Duplicate”,

From at jeast 1887 until 1987, the Surveyor General's Office assigned a sequential, province-wide number
to each field book beginning again each year with the number one, Field books were recorded in the
Field Book Register in approximate order of receipt. The field book number with the year of receipt
appended (sometimes the kst twa digits only) is recorded on the field book's front cover (in this case,
19/1878), as is the land district name (e.g., New Westminster Land District, Group 1).

Most field books are stored first by land district, then in sequentially numbered “Pigeon Holes®, then by
fiedd book number. The year provides reference infarmation only. Seme subseries exist that group field
books by trall, coal claim, timber lease, Indian Reserve, or railway company name., The field boaks within
each category and land district have been assigned a unique number within the histosic records
inventary. This field book ks part of inventory nuember LTSAS187.

The Pigeon Hole (PH) storage system predates 1908. Occasionally, a PH number is contineed in a
second tank and given an "A” suffix. The PH number is marked on the front cover of the field book, in the
top left-hand cormer (in this case, PH 2).

Field books relate to different types of surveys: Primary Survey (PS), Mineral Claim (MC), Timber Lease
(TL), Indian Reserve (IR), Traverse (TR), Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway (EN), Canadian Pacific Railway
(CP), etc.  The code for fiekd book type is included in the unigue LTSA Fleld Book 1D: PS-FB2479.

This field book Is inventoried as:

Fiedd Book Inventory Number: LTSAS187_SG_PHD0Z_FBO019_ 878 _orig
LTSA Field Book ID: PS-FB2479




